THE HOSPITAL, Nov. 21, 1903. Hill and Barnard that if the pericardium be taken away it is possible to distend the heart much more than could be done while the pericardium was intact.
When pericarditis occurs this fibrous sac becomes soft and 'pulpy so that it no longer forms a strong support to the heart. In addition to this there is the circumstance that pericarditis is often accompanied by myocarditis. Therefore, both the wall of the heart and the pericardium are weakened and the heart rapidly dilates in response to any increase of blood pressure, and if the heart dilates it must hypertrophy. The 
